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Abstract      

This article explores the role of internet in the school system. The paper 
exposes what internet is and it’s importance in education to improve quality 
of education and research. With improvement in technology and 
telecommunication system, it has become possible and viable to use 
computers to connect scholars to each other with resources outside 
classroom. This connection is called network. Networks connect institutions 
of learning, libraries, industries, researchers and establishment. This 
enhances sharing of information, knowledge and ideas instantly.  

 
 The tremendous change in the communication sector has brought about 
information and knowledge explosion. This creates opportunities for one to have 
access to current and valuable information at any time and place through internet. 
Internet can simply be called “the net” it is a worldwide system of computer net 
works. Internet is a rich source of information for scholars. It is used as a broad base 
of knowledge that contributes to the education system. There is every need therefore 
to keep abreast of this new development in information age as it cuts across all fields 
of endeavor including the educational sector. This can be done only if we are 
computer literate and aware of the benefits of internet. These will develop our 
intellectual acumen so as to be in line with the new invention and innovation in the 
teaching-learning process. It is necessary to expose scholars, and especially classroom 
instructors to the need and use of internet in facilitating teaching and learning.  
   
 Internet came into being as a result of the need by the United States of 
America (USA) Department of Defence to defend United States of America territorial 
integrity. It was first employed in the war between United States of America and the 
former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in the 50s and 60s. While in 70s 
came the Advance Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET). The ARPANET 
led to the development of protocols for internet working where multiple separate 
networks could be linked together into a network of networks. This comprised five 
super computers which we have today as internet. It was in the 1990s that internet 
gained popularity with the masses in the 1990s and opened the doors of 
communication between the various stations. As a result, internet is regarded as the 
most powerful communication tool today.   
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Computers connect scholars to each other and to resources outside the 

classroom. This connection is called network. Network connects institutions of 
learning, libraries, industries, researchers, establishments etc. This enhances sharing 
of ideas, knowledge, and information instantly.      
        
Concept of Internet         
 The word internet is defined in different ways by different scholars. The term 
internet is simply the abbreviation of internet working. It is any network using 
Transmission Control Pannel/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP). it was around the time when 
Advance Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET) was interlinked with 
National Science Foundation Network (NSFNET) in the late 1980s, that the term was 
used as the name of the network internet being a large and global TCP/IP network. 
(The Free, Encyclopedia, 2011). According to Cady and McGregor (1995:5), Internet 
is made up of two different words: Inter-communication and Networks. To Roblyers 
(2003:1-9), internet is the mother of all networks because it is a collection of many 
different types of computers that are logged together. On the other hand, internet can 
be termed the inter-communication of a variety of networks and computers. This 
is in line with Okoronkwo (2004), that internet comprises of interconnected networks 
which is a collection of computers that are connected to each other through a server.  
 
 Ofoefunna (1999) saw internet as an abbreviation for international network 
for communication. To Landu (2003), internet is a global computer network that 
allows data to be transferred from one computer to another. It offers a cheap means of 
communicating and accessing information to complement the standard telephone.  
 
 One can simply say that internet is the name given to the network of  
computers all over the world that are linked not only to each other but to a massive 
amount of information on an endless array of topics contained on many of those 
computers.  Internet makes use of the internet protocol and the transmission control 
protocol. World Wide Web (WWW) is a subset of the internet system although it is 
often taken to be synonymous with internet.   
 
The Need for Internet in the Education System      
 Internet is an electronic machine that facilitates knowledge and information 
sharing between two persons or groups of persons through network communities. In 
line with this, it is necessary to incorporate internet in our education system to 
facilitate instructional communication, transfer of knowledge and ideas from one 
person or place to another.   
  
 Professional development or improvement is a key to updating skills and for 
career advancement. A teacher who does not update his knowledge regularly soon 
becomes obsolete and outdated. Internet can the teacher to join a discussion group, 
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subscribe to a new group or keep in touch with professional colleagues for 
professional advancement.   
     
 With the aid of internet, lots of information, lecture notes, data, ideas, values, 
skills and reports are stored and made available to both the teachers and students. This 
makes it easy for them to fall in line with the latest national and international 
information coverage using World Wide Web (WWW).    
   
 In the field of agriculture, internet provides teachers, students, researchers 
and scholars with new form of agriculture, new seedling methods, and techniques of 
planting, harvesting and storage system. This will help in improving and enriching the 
national and international economy and agricultural products, students and teachers’ 
effectiveness, competence and productivity.    
    
 For one to have full knowledge of any concept, the origin or history of the 
concept must first of all be known. Internet provides information about different 
subjects as regard to their origin and values, terminologies, mode of transmitting, and 
general components. This is very necessary in teaching-learning situation for detailed 
information brings clarity of the material under discussion. Internet has proved real 
the popular saying that out of sight is not out of mind. Internet has disproved the 
distance decay theory beyond reasonable doubt.  This is in line with the opinion of 
Dambo (2000) that internet has made communication among students and teachers 
over great distances a common place. The researcher re-emphasized that internet not 
only redefined distance, but it also creates a different learning dynamic. Thus, 
national and international contacts can be maintained on accessing the internet. With 
the aid of the internet, a teacher can deliver his or her instruction to the students in a 
different environment, while students can also respond to the teacher’s instructions 
through internet, geographical locations notwithstanding. It offers a rapid growing 
collection of information course materials, topics ranging from arts to science and 
technology materials to teachers and students. It presents learning materials at the 
door step, making teaching-learning easy.  
 
 From the look of things internet is gradually replacing libraries. Based on 
this, it has become a center for research for students and teachers alike. As a result, 
the educational sector must embrace the innovation to be in line with the world of 
internet for effective teaching and learning.   
         
 Internet has had a drastic impact in the  area of health. There is a popular 
saying that a healthy nation is wealthy nation. Internet brought rise of near, internet 
can provide instant communication between and  medical students, medical 
consultants on how best to handle patients under their care through Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) “Phone calls”, two-way interactive video calls, electronic 
mail, (e-mail) etc. Internet continues to increase the amount of online information and 
knowledge on new discoveries of drugs, diseases, ways of transmitting diseases, 
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method of treatments. When doctors, nurses, laboratories  technologists, and other 
medical practitioners are well informed and educated, it with brings about improved 
health and economy.  
 
 Internet is a technological tool which links professional with the new 
developments, innovations or inventions in their area of specialization. This is in 
support of Okoronkwo (2004), that internet helps teachers to be abstreast with recent 
development in their areas of specialization.  
 
 The general focus of technology is the improvement of human performance. 
The application of internet which is one of the technological devices goes a long way 
in improving both the academic and professional performance/competence of both 
teachers and students. That is, improved performance in performing a task on the job, 
solving a given problem, and transferring of knowledge, in a given situation are 
possible through internet. This is possible because internet has made available to us 
all the information we need for a better result in our academic exercise.    
 
 Brain drain is a very serious problem facing our school system. Brain drain 
refers to mobility of our academic giants to other parts of the world in search of 
greener pastures. With the incorporation of internet in the teaching-learning situation, 
all hopes are not lost, scholars, researchers, teachers and students can easily out reach 
and tap from the wealth of experience of these seasoned experts and professionals in 
other parts of the world.   
     
 Internet makes it possible for teachers to have instant access to tested lesson 
plans that have worked for others in the past. This saves them time and increases their 
effectiveness, competences and efficiencies as they do not have to engage in the 
typical trial-and-error method of lesson development. This is possible by visiting 
many sites dedicated to teachers, Education World or Scholastic. These sites most of 
the time allow teachers the convenience of selecting an age range or subject area to 
ensure that the teacher is given the exact information and standard-based lessons that 
have been in existence.  
 
 Teaching and learning are all about communication between the teacher and 
the learner. Internet provides a super highway with vast resources and multimedia 
features to enhance communication and facilitate learning. Multimedia in this context 
refers to texts, graphics, televisions, videos etc involved in teaching-learning process.  
 
 Internet makes the world look very small. It makes information easily 
accessible to both teachers and students. One learns about new technologies, 
inventions, innovations in different disciplines, social issues etc. through the internet.  
 
 Murtryn in Sadkerr and Sadker (2000) summarized that the use of internet in 
the classroom helps to:     
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*  Enable students to work at their own pace; 
*  Encourage quick access to information, research, persistence and  
    academic engagements;    
*  Explore non-traditional research sources; 
* Enhance communication skills, critical and analytical thinking. 
*  Encourage team collaboration and improve socialization skills, to  
    investigate global issues;       
*  Enreach students with a variety of learning styles;   
*  Enable teachers to research, communicate and share ideas, resources, and 

information         with, to collaborate with, to network with,  and to support 
colleagues, parents and curriculum experts.  

 
 In view of the positive potentials of internet, it is a warehouse of information 
ready for retrieval by scholars, institutions of learning, teachers and students. Current 
information, courses requirements, innovations, inventions and resources for daily 
instructional activities are made available through internet.   
 
 Despite all the merits of internet in our day to day activities in all fields of life 
especially in the education system as it affects institutions of learning, students, 
teachers, researchers, teaching-learning process, evidences abound to the negative 
attributes and use of internet. 
 
 Internet as a means of communication may expose learners to inappropriate 
materials which they might find too advanced when compared to their age and 
development.  
 
 As things stand, internet acts as a breach of the copy right law as students 
may turn in materials of research work that are not their own, thereby making 
students lazy, ineffective, inactive, unresourcesful and unproductive. Internet creates 
room for false, unedited and poor information to spread as anybody can post anything 
on the web for public consumption as far as he/she has the skill and training on how 
to use the tool. 
 
Conclusion  
 Advancement in technology grows rapidly to take care of growing and 
various needs of man in all human institutions including education. This leads to the 
existence of internet which is a form of communication with the capacity to receive, 
store and transfer information from one person and place to another.  
 
Recommendations  
 Internet as one of the information communications technology (ICT) devices 
that provide current and valuable informant should be: 
1. Made compulsory at every institution of learning by the federal government 

to enhance the quality of education. 
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2. Students from the upper primary education up to the higher level of 
education, teachers, educationists and all lovers of knowledge should be 
encouraged and trained on how to use internet to be in line with new 
innovations in the field of education to update their knowledge. 

3. The school authority should provide internet services and infrastructure, like 
stand-by generators,  in their schools for both teachers and students to have 
access to information at all times.     
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